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POSTCARDS
FROM THE EDGE

Global warming, pollution and climate change are

devc:stutmg the lives of peop!e on our planet. Here,

reportage photographers bring the reality home

Words by TRACY RAMSDEN

‘Climate change is at the heart of a global crisis
that, for many countries, is already critical,’ says
Gareth Redmond-King, head of climate and energy
at WWF UK. ‘We are seeing melting ice caps in
Antarctica and Greenland that are causing rising sea
levels; changing habitats that lead to animal
extinction and restricted food supply; and extreme
weather that is devastating parts of the world at an
alarming rate.’ In fact, climate change has already
displaced millions of ‘climate refugees’. By 2050,
200 million people worldwide will have been forced
to leave their homes as a result.

| “This is an equality issue. It is the vulnerable wio
are impacted most, even in rich nations like the US —
was women of colour who found it most difficult to
back on their feet after Hurricane Harvey,' says Rachel
Kennerley, international climate campaigner for
Friends of the Earth. ‘The narrative around climate
change is often a sad bearuna_
ice cap, but this ] a And v

mys President Don

climate change is happening. In June 2017, he rejected
the Paris Agreement, which commits Americaand 187
other countries to keep rising global temperatures below
2°C. “The Arctic is already more than two degrees in
polar regions,” says Redmond-King. ‘Sea levels are
rising due to melting caps and this has a devastating
impact on low-lying countries, including Bangladesh
and South Pacific islands such as Fiji, where people
have already been evacuated due to flood risks. This
isn'ttemporary aid action - it’s permanent.’

In the UK, extreme weather and coastal erosion
hints at the wider pmblem. Kennerley adds, ‘As the
fifth richest country in the u-y that

energy towards cleaner, renewable mw

protect vulnerable parts of the ‘vhere we are
rapidly running out of time.’
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SOMALILAND

By Georgina Goodwin

“In Borwoko village, Amina Suleiman

Gaos, 45.stands amid the carcasses

of her dead animals, cosualties of

a drought on a scale not seen since

1974, which has left half the population

with dongerously depleted resources.

Following four consecutive seasons of

fulled roinfall, Barwako - once o village

of 100 fomilies —has seen the arrival of

245 more displaced famifies due to

- droughts. Suleiman Gas says, “We
sharad everything with them.” But

now there is nothing left." b
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CHINA By John Novis for Greenpeace ‘A nomadic mother and child at Ngoring Loke on the Tibet Ploteou, Qinghai, where their USA By Viod Sokhin 'Eight-year-old Glennesha Carl (front) and siblings Margaret, ten, and Ervin, one, walk to their new home
community's way of life has remained unchanged for 10,000 years. These noble people are in the last throes of existence becouse in Mertarvik, Alaska, after being relocated from their notive villoge, Newtok, which is eroding due to permafrost thawing. With
climate change has degraded their pasture land. Many now live in urban concrete compounds, facing language and skill-set barriers.’ houses and o ool close to Newtok's erosion site, locols told me they hove two years before their villoge disappears.”

VIETNAM By Quoc Nguyen ‘This is the rubbish dump of Kon Tum, Vietnam, Here, the Bahnar community make their living collecting INDONESIA By Ardiles Rante ‘Children play in air engulfed by a thick haze from forest fires ot Sef Ahass villoge, Central Kalimantan
and selling plastic woste. The burning of this waste releases harmful pollutants thot contribute to climate change and damage the human province on Borneo island, Peat soil fires clearing the tropical rainforests - so that big businesses con form palm oil or timber - destroy
nervous system. Women and children are most at risk, so | was touched by this child’s innocence, unaware of the situation they wera in.' diverse habitats, such as endongered orongutans, and emit toxic carbon-dioxide fumes that kill an estimated 110,000 people every yeor.' p
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