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VOILAH! FRENCH FESTIVAL SINGAPORE 2018

More than [nspiring change through his pictures of rivers

40 events
lined up

Oy Chaah UHeon

LIRS Lot iy

1RO it %0 food, rriscum exde bt aed )
efue s, The French ase semous about ftror
acheg ey culiire 30 Sngapoce, Ml dBoover
102 e paral s bemanes) the Tne (0EATISS pog
Wy 19 arens Deyond ans.

Zven thoogh the agreessest sgned s 2004
betwom Pmance and Sagapere speciizaly pro-
rectos Shasral cooperston od cultaral Satts.
Hve, with seavy werts srvaiving Fomnch art
Itz ar profassrals by Srgupons - 140 2013
for exxrgple - T2l “wrneie partrerchly was ast
vialale encugs”, says Benjarnin Dubwrtret, Any
basuadoe ol Frevce tn Srgapoce.

e, ot sevinnl of Vokde Freach Festivid
I Shagugare las your, wiuch My Dubertret be
Reves 00 be e 0000 e Culy snathdbac it eary
Forenpn festivad here. Ao e Tt conbenied
SO0 s yeu B s 275 000 partcpuants
soven wecks for moee S 40 everea,

Do obyectve 8 00 (niriie & vienadl orche,
Votlah befag abie 20 haip fasier coopenitions,
which bs nre can feed Parare Velah ecdhtions”
e sy

The arvenal rendec roes e tvo rrein Sjec
e to promaie French creatvin o lags
murber of feddx culies, Fontion, geerosc-
w7, Cmrm, ot and secoody ¥ Gepoove the
ity of Yrgapore Irasse Mlteral coopere
tan Sotkbng spoa Gothutonsl rdatorobips
o the dysastam of private iatissver.

Valah bas a bege mareber of msanciael
partrers sach as the Foerch Chanrber of Come
merce, Nbance Franialese oo privare ones wify
pansors froom Frech compunies of Shgape
a0 feendaies

Tt year's loe o agats feausn mone Sy
40 events, with $3¢ opertag weskond femurty
srograrzrmes at dews dootk beatoar Narkae
By, Carderns by the Suy and the Bocark: Car
dusa. bt gastronsery, there bs & focux on the
Agpetazw Usyoasts Pottse S harentes mgon o
Traewcs, toough s shomeus of same af £ foced
prochacta

Srgapore s an bogpertant guenay 0
shomcase Freech caliure and inevrndion (o the
seit of Adka i Ses spunt, Vedak, in bengirg
W bs o French culure 1o Segepone, will pow.
VIEF g [athares far Frerech and Segnpocan
Cornractiiieg )o oot eochurge ien and oo
bue 1o el viemcy 1= both coun
rien” Wr Dubertret sy

[y Chaah UiMeon
WONGNIR O g
A HORTACE of chown, Sty weater iR be
the et great ghobed critls, sy exparts whe
Pone bees prade Bag & for o e puary Iene
Aset heyrrg w0 v swvarcivs st §
ronsers tad In workiwide ssd 001 Jaet I
Ml poor orcriries bt gletoicesning
Praeek Vogel whe hus spent the laar Sour
yean ScuaTeriing fw cadlesges Seisy
e coadr Mves of the okl

Wl atartad dertng & shenting i 2011
WO Gy Crus ioncToe (F3emney Musaban

Gartachey, wh:

o1 e i A1 demdscsudr” explidod Vogel
whe sudied hiocheneatry and Bax &
roeder'y degret 31 engherring ooy L
e Srat pooiect was & Socummtey an the
Etubiasd comvavesstyy (n dndie, pteadhly the
woOhTs firet scowaimens, Thiough Gresa
Crows, ¥ lewrnad sbour $e Nile sad the VIl
betendun Uuen peaject iy Eduogrie Asd |
wantnd % kneee ivw FErpe et O bacal
peiple rotdel e e

Fls matrention o S the fect (et
“wu hevars are made makaly of water, end
e e 00 sareive. Shace we aoe bot alde
13 chvats vater mckerubon, we M 40 pre-
serve i Therw & 00 clwe sptien.” Maey of
e ey w1 e wenkdl face Sssreing il
rges and cmastiien e Nghtsg over ve-
e tevrnomes. Mast conftets and water
s b Eesadasnciery avers

10 ULL bt standind werking o & pretine
sary stery on the Male, whixh puasss
Ouroeash Diviood, Souh Sadae and Egype
“Arad 1 had o foelag rho the Wi was o1 O
oaly fver with wates s i fhe nord”
N pwiaien. i ENRS DOV e Bl EaRgRItT
bt Sckowed byt Qudotadn s jor
Ao mhvern. Him e o sl e the W
hoeg this merernr sad, et year, e wil
wark on the Canges and the Ansizon

Sctrm 80 photograptu from thews of
Wose rivers - the K, Brabecegutn asd
Crtarago - wil e exhfated in Angapoce 28
pat of the Votlald french Sovival 7 ey
capraon de ol posariyl lrnages | can -
whikcl) are grepbic, coburdel pavweral, snd
with a real wory Beind them | [age Bat
ocne will becoone looskc spssials that i
ore change. It seems the Best way 10
xproad Tvy measge workivide” he rebees

Ot of the soont U ghets wae i
Soum Sad, where be trvelled 1o phote-
i s Feants
o0r phcewrned Saraly sehech had Leen userd
0 dig 3 canad throeg the serTilory, K wes &
cortroversiad progect and the eaciine el
won atochad and dectroyed daring the ol
wrer b= e rekd 19000, The suchias v in
the meddle of the bush, whete dowees of

e Shed (hariag o ikt Dgfv fent rear the
mwchine arvund Be tew Vogs' was tere
Fow hodd o redbtary sscoee of sigh scddiens
WO were afraid of being avdresled.
mm-m-hnm-m
sk Yitend ey

sarsds ol fege wid astslopes crossing
g s vl age Deng vt by wTedres
Merty wasting 1o MR ae sty as puastide.

e aha saded i with & balit ditng
00 ot o ake CRARER 41x Aergeria.
-.suh,muna-llp-

1120 s ety 20 Rtnes prtw thaan the 13010
tren aned woory oy ot lewve bn Sixppan o
the 200 Dvws wsed i1 Fiince Sl e padats
ot “Thin heckden water COTMITpOSE W AC
Ty o] e wwter that (5 Becessry % pro
dute whet we et deiak, the chethnn we
wear, and baaiodly erverything ioser fhs”
Beukdes bodding cchibanins ol oves the
el Vogel wil e jaiteh o tvo yolere
Phoagrerty Beed e Brvt vaknne Wil
Frese pubdndus wif Lo tekasmal i Septen
Twr) 13 commte wanesnens aburat the nsies be
s s Al
The Ackas preteime of Trasadoundery
Showrs by Foanck Vogel wil be hols from
Aprl 3 tu May 30 o Gardess nm- Dy,
Caon=ase

Trarstonsery
13000, 51 Serdaes by the Bay

0 Lererdoles Rafler (gl = Mteam day -
Agerd 13 Sromn T 3open and Ayt 38, Sugwr
Mee Ceave, Gandees by the Bay from
7150

@ Catna Becw bry Thebeat! Cantn (Iwhea,
Chemam, My 11

@ Gonemeet picnie with & chasssal Frech |

rnew! by Ansasty Conytu - ssperekint

o The Rache fraces redharmmendc

- and 8 xeng Geanst Lrght), Aped 17, Boes

2k Cardess

B Gasmznt: 120 Years uf Czaema,

Ape® FEMa) T3 AuOem| Design Cenre,
150y 15

uChristanity | Ada. fearsiing arswarks

Ses Musde tha Lowvre and N

sorale de France. o the A Crakssions

Mamemenn. Moy 28-Sepe 1)

@ Ursan Tord Dvhisénon by fippe ODiver

wy ared Bob Loe My 531, The Brojecsan

Vol i bedd Soe Apell 15 5 May 31,

MO SFOCTALIE 01 W, Fokel 08

VOILAH! FRENCH FESTIVAL SINGAPORE 2016
More than 40 events lined up

FROM art to food, museum exhibitions and science trips, the French are serious about
introducing their culture to Singapore, and discovering the parallels between the two countries'
pursuits in areas beyond arts.

Even though the agreement signed in 2009 between France and Singapore specifically
promotes bilateral cooperation and cultural initiatives, with many events involving French
artists or professionals in Singapore - 140 in 2015 for example - this "intense partnership was
not visible enough”, says Benjamin Dubertret, Ambassador of France to Singapore.
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Hence, the revival of Voilah! French Festival in Singapore last year, which Mr Dubertret
believes to be the one and only multidisciplinary foreign festival here. As the festival celebrated
SGH50 last year, it saw 275,000 participants in seven weeks for more than 40 events.

"Our objective is to initiate a virtual circle, Voilah being able to help foster cooperations, which
in turn can feed future Voilah editions," he says.

The annual rendezvous has two main objectives: to promote French creativity in a large
number of fields: culture, innovation, gastronomy, cinema, etc; and secondly to improve the
guality of Singapore-France bilateral cooperation, building upon institutional relationships and
the dynamism of private initiatives.

Voilah has a large number of institutional partners such as the French Chamber of Commerce,
Alliance Francaise or private ones with sponsors from French companies or Singaporean
foundations.

This year's line-up again features more than 40 events, with the opening weekend featuring
programmes at three iconic locations: Marina Bay, Gardens by the Bay and the Botanic
Gardens. In gastronomy, there is a focus on the Aquitaine Limousin Poitou-Charentes region
in France, through a showcase of some of its food products.

"Singapore is also an important gateway to showcase French culture and innovation to the
rest of Asia. In this spirit, Voilah, in bringing the best of French culture to Singapore, will provide
the platform for French and Singaporean communities to meet, exchange ideas and contribute
to the cultural vibrancy in both countries,” Mr Dubertret says.

Inspiring change through his pictures of rivers

A SHORTAGE of clean, fresh water will be the next great global crisis, say experts who have
been predicting it for a few years now. And helping to create awareness about a problem that
is worldwide and not just limited to poor countries is photojournalist Franck Vogel, who has
spent the last four years documenting the challenges facing the major rivers of the world.

"It all started during a meeting in 2011 with Green Cross director (former Russian president)
Mikhail Gorbachev, who appointed me as an ambassador," explains Vogel, who studied
biochemistry and has a master's degree in engineering (agronomy). His first project was a
documentary on the Bishnoi community in India, possibly the world's first eco-warriors.
Through Green Cross, "l learned about the Nile and the Millennium Dam project in Ethiopia.
And | wanted to know how Egypt and the local people would be affected."

His motivation comes from the fact that "we humans are made mainly of water, and we need
it to survive. Since we are not able to create water molecules, we have to preserve it. There
is no other option." Many of the rivers in the world face daunting challenges and countries
rivers.

In 2012, he started working on a preliminary story on the Nile, which passes through Ethiopia,
South Sudan and Egypt. "And | had a feeling that the Nile was not the only river with water
issues in the world,"” he relates. He moved on to the Brahmaputra in India, followed by the
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Colorado and Jordan rivers. His next project will be the Mekong this summer and, next year,
he will work on the Ganges and the Amazon.

Some 60 photographs from three of those rivers - the Nile, Brahmaputra and Colorado - will
be exhibited in Singapore as part of the Voilah! French Festival. "I try to capture the most
powerful images | can - which are graphic, colourful, powerful, and with a real story behind
them. | hope that some will become iconic symbols that inspire change. It seems the best
way to spread my message worldwide," he relates.

One of the most difficult shots was in South Sudan, where he travelled to photograph an
abandoned gigantic bucket excavator nicknamed Sarah, which had been used to dig a canal
through the territory. It was a controversial project and the machine itself was attacked and
destroyed during the civil war in the mid 1980s. The machine was in the middle of the bush,
where dozens of men died during a tribal fight just near the machine around the time Vogel
was there. He had a military escort of eight soldiers who were afraid of being ambushed. But
while driving through the bush, there was no ambush; instead, they encountered thousands
of huge wild antelopes crossing through a village being shot at by armed residents wanting
to kill as many as possible.

"We also ended up with a bullet hitting our car! It was quite chaotic and dangerous, but in the
end nobody was hurt and | got 'the shot' of the machine," he relates.

Vogel agrees that the global freshwater situation has reached a critical point and that it needs
immediate attention and action. Saving water is more than just simply reducing water
consumption in the home or garden, he explains. True water consumption is nearly 30 times
more than the 150 litres used every day at home in Singapore or the 200 litres used in France
daily, he points out. "This hidden water consumption is actually all the water that is necessary
to produce what we eat, drink, the clothes we wear, and basically everything in our lives."

Besides holding exhibitions all over the world, Vogel will also publish a two-volume
photography book (the first volume with a French publisher will be released in September) to
create awareness about the issues he is passionate about.

The Asian premiere of Transboundary Rivers by Franck Vogel will be held from April
16 to May 30 at Gardens by the Bay, Colonnade and Supertree Grove. He will also be
holding a conference on Transboundary Rivers on April 16 at 3.30pm, at Gardens by
the Bay

Other festival highlights

e Luminéoles Ballet at Marina Bay - April 15 from 7.30pm and April 16, Supertree Grove,
Gardens by the Bay from 7.15pm

e Guitar Recital by Thibault Cauvin, Chijmes, May 13

e Gourmet picnic with a classical French concert by Amaury Coeytaux - supersoloist of
the Radio France Philharmonic Orchestra - and a string quartet, April 17, Botanic
Gardens

e Gaumont: 120 Years of Cinema, April 15-May 15, National Design Centre, April 15-
May 15
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e Christianity in Asia, featuring artworks from Musée du Louvre and Bibliothéque
Nationale de France, at the Asian Civilisations Museum, May 26-Sept 11
o Urban Fork Exhibition by Philippe Diversy and Bob Lee (May 5-31, The Projector)

Voilah! is held from April 15 to May 31. More information at www.voilah.sg



http://www.voilah.sg/

